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ABSTRACT

In this interview Sidney Edel stein begins with his famly
life in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and includes his early education
and experiences at the Baylor School in Chattanooga. He
descri bes his undergraduate career at MT, his interest in
cellul ose chem stry, and recalls his first enploynent at the
Di xi e Mercerizing Conpany in the mdst of the Depression. The
interview continues wth Edel stein's early entrepreneuri al
activities, and his termas an AATCC Research Associate. The
formation of Lanede, Inc., and Edelstein's position as research
director at Hart Chem cal Conpany are discussed in detail.

Edel stein continues with his work with the Arny Quarternmaster
Corps during World War 11, and difficulties with the Syl vania
I ndustrial Conpany.

The second section of the interview begins with the
formation of the Dexter Chem cal Corporation, and continues with
t he conpany's devel opnent, first products, sales figures,
subsidiaries, and international operations. Edelstein explains
his interest in the history of dyestuffs, including the articles
he wote, and the benefit of history to the textile industry.
The interview continues with Edelstein's key role in the history
of the American Chem cal Society Division of the Hi story of
Chem stry, and focuses on the personalities and operations in
the early days of the Division. The origin of the Dexter Award
is described, and the first recipients discussed. The interview
concludes with Edel stein's philanthropic activities, and the
Edel stein Center at the Hebrew University.

| NTERVI EVEERS

Arnol d Thackray majored in the physical sciences before
turning to the history of science, receiving a Ph.D. from
Canbridge University 1n 1966. He has hel d appoi ntnments at
Oxford, Canbridge, Harvard, the Institute for Advanced Study,
the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, and
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem In 1983 he received the
Dexter Award fromthe American Chem cal Society for outstanding
contributions to the history of chem stry. He is Director of
t he Beckman Center for the History of Chem stry.

Jeffrey L. Sturchio received an A.B. in history from
Princeton University and a Ph.D. in the history and soci ol ogy of
science fromthe University of Pennsylvania. He was Associ ate
Director of the Beckman Center for the H story of Chemistry from
1984 to 1988, and has held teachi ng appoi ntnents at the New
Jersey Institute of Technol ogy, Rutgers University, and the
University of Pennsylvania as well as a fellowship at the
Sm thsonian Institution's National Miuseum of Anerican History.
After a sojourn on the senior staff of the AT&T Archives, Dr.
Sturchio joined Merck & Co., Inc., as Corporate Archivist in
June 1989.
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