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1978- Emeritus professor of chemistry
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ABSTRACT: During the course of this interview Charles Price
discusses his life and career as a chemist. Initially, he
recalls his childhood, early education, and undergraduate life
at Swarthmore College. Price then speaks about his teachers
and colleagues at Harvard University where he did graduate
work. Considerations about his work at the University of
Illinois, his first faculty appointment, and research for the
National Defense Research Committee during the war, follow.
Price explains why he assumed the chairmanship of the
department of chemistry at the University of Notre Dame and
why he convened the first Conference on Organic Reaction
Mechanisms, a landmark in the development of physical organic
chemistry. Price elucidates his research at Notre Dame and
then at the University of Pennsylvania where, as chairman, he
helped to rebuild the department of chemistry. The interview
concludes with Price discussing his more recent chemical
research, the current state of physical organic chemistry, his
family, and his political and sporting activities.

INTERVIEWER: Leon Gortler is a chemist with an interest in
history. Born in 1935, he attended the University of Chicago
and then received his doctoral degree from Harvard. After
doing postdoctoral work at Berkeley for a year, he began
teaching at Brooklyn College in 1963. Ten years later, he
became professor of chemistry. He has since coauthored two
textbooks about organic chemistry. Both his historical and
scientific research focus upon physical organic chemistry.

NOTE: The following table correlates the tapes of the Price
interview with the pages of the transcript.

Tape 1, side 1...................pp. 1-10
side 2...................pp. 10-19

Tape 2, side 1...................pp. 19-28
side 2...................pp. 28-37

Tape 3, side 1...................pp. 37-45
side 2...................pp. 45-54

Tape 4, side 1...................pp. 54-60
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