THE BECKMAN CENTER FOR THE HI STORY OF CHEM STRY

CHARLES PRI CE

Transcript of an Interview
Conduct ed by

Leon Cortler
at
The Uni versity of Pennsyl vani a
on

26 April 1979



"}iER FOR HISTORY OF CHEMISTRY GRAL HISTORY PROJECT

':Thié'manﬁscriﬁt is based on a tape-recorded interview conducted for the

" ACS-AIChE - University of Pennsylvania Center for History of Chemistry,
the tape and the manuscript being the property of the Center. I have read
the manuscript and made only minor corrections and emendations. The reader
is, therefore, asked to bear in mind that this is a transcrlpt of the
spoken word rather than a literary product.

I wish to place the following condition upon the use of this interview,
and T understand that the Center will enforce that condition to the fullest
extent possible: :

(Check One)

OPEN. This manuscript may be read and the tape heard by
scholars approved by the.Center. The scholar
pledges not to quote from, cite, or reproduce by
any means this material except with the written
perm1s51on of_the Center.
MY PERMISSION REQUIRED TO OUOTE CITE, OR REPRODUCE This
- manuscript ‘and the tape are open to examination as
above. The scholar pledges not to quote from, cite,
or reproduce by any means this material except with
the written permission of the Center, in which pex- Ce- .-
mission I must join. Upon my death this intexview
e becomes Open. '

MY PERMISSION REQUIRED FOR ACCESS. I must give written
permission before the manuscript or tape can be
examined (other than by Center staff in the nozmal
course of processing) Also, my permission is
required to:quote from, cite, or reproduce by any
means. Upon my death this interview becomes Open.

W%

(Signature)

R - /7W/ff6

4 B B ) - (Date)/ /

4+




Upon Charles C. Price’ s death in 2001, this oral history was designated Free Access.

One may view, quote from, cite, or reproduce the oral history with the permission of CHF.

Please note: Users citing this interview for purposes of publication are obliged under the terms
of the Chemical Heritage Foundation (CHF) Oral History Program to notify CHF of publication
and credit CHF using the format bel ow:

Charles C. Price, interview by Leon Gortler at University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 26 April 1979 (Philadelphia: Chemical Heritage
Foundation, Ora History Transcript # 0005).

Chemical Heritage Foundation
Oral History Program
315 Chestnut Street

The Chemica Heritage Foundation (CHF) serves the community of the chemical and molecular
sciences, and the wider public, by treasuring the past, educating the present, and inspiring the
future. CHF maintains a world-class collection of materials that document the history and
heritage of the chemica and molecular sciences, technologies, and industries; encourages
research in CHF collections; and carries out a program of outreach and interpretation in order to
advance an understanding of the role of the chemical and molecular sciences, technologies, and
industries in shaping society.



CHARLES C. PRI CE

1913 Born in Passaic, New Jersey, 13 July
Educati on
1934 B.A., chemstry, Swarthnore Coll ege
1935 MA., chem stry, Harvard University
1936 Ph.D., chem stry, Harvard University
Enpl oynent
1936- 1946 Assi stant Professor to associ ate professor,
Departnent of Chemi stry, University of Illinois
1945 Visiting Lecturer, Polytechnic Institute of
Br ookl yn
1946- 1954 Prof essor and Chai rman of Departnent of
Chem stry, University of Notre Dane
1947- 1951 Menber of Subcommttee on Plastics, National
Resear ch Counci
1951- 1955 Menber of Comm ttee on Mat hematics, Physics,

and Engi neering Science
Departnment of Chemi stry, University of
Pennsyl vani a

1954- 1966 Bl anchard Professor and Chairnan
1966- 1978 Uni versity Professor
1978- Enmeritus professor of chem stry
Honor s
1946 ACS Award in Pure Chem stry, Anerican Chem ca

Soci ety



ABSTRACT: During the course of this interview Charles Price
di scusses his Iife and career as a chemst. Initially, he
recalls his childhood, early education, and undergraduate life
at Swarthnore College. Price then speaks about his teachers
and col | eagues at Harvard University where he did graduate
wor k. Consi derations about his work at the University of
Illinois, his first faculty appointnent, and research for the
Nati onal Defense Research Committee during the war, follow.
Price explains why he assunmed the chairnmanship of the
departnent of chem stry at the University of Notre Dane and
why he convened the first Conference on Organic Reaction
Mechani sns, a |l andmark in the devel opnent of physical organic
chem stry. Price elucidates his research at Notre Danme and
then at the University of Pennsylvania where, as chairnman, he
hel ped to rebuild the departnment of chemistry. The interview
concludes with Price discussing his nore recent chenica
research, the current state of physical organic chemstry, his
famly, and his political and sporting activities.

I NTERVI EWNER:  Leon Cortler is a chemist with an interest in
history. Born in 1935, he attended the University of Chicago
and then received his doctoral degree fromHarvard. After
doi ng postdoctoral work at Berkeley for a year, he began
teaching at Brooklyn College in 1963. Ten years later, he
becane professor of chem stry. He has since coauthored two

t ext books about organic chem stry. Both his historical and
scientific research focus upon physical organic chem stry.

NOTE: The following table correlates the tapes of the Price
interview with the pages of the transcript.

Tape 1, side 1................... pp. 1-10
side 2..... .. .. .. L. pp. 10-19

Tape 2, side 1................... pp. 19-28
side 2....... .. .. .. .. ... pp. 28-37

Tape 3, side 1................... pp. 37-45
side 2....... ... ... .. ... pp. 45-54

Tape 4, side 1................... pp. 54-60
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